
[image: ]
[bookmark: _wzp52gw3gvbg]Sources
[bookmark: _hhpsrshrx3n6]1a. Chris Bryant’s speech (October, 2016) - original text
An extract from a wider speech
“At the start of the 1930s, many MPs and politicians in this country, most of them Conservative—there were not many Labour MPs in the early 1930s—were convinced that Germany was a good country, because it had very liberal attitudes towards homosexuality. Berlin in the early 1930s was one of the best places for a gay man to live—we can think of Christopher Isherwood, “Cabaret” and all the rest of it. One of those MPs was Jack Macnamara, who was elected for Chelmsford in 1935; another was Robert Bernays, a Liberal who had been elected in 1931; and a third was Ronald Cartland, who was elected for Birmingham Kings Norton. They changed their minds when they saw what was happening to homosexuals in 1930s Germany. Originally, they had thought that the Versailles treaty was unfair to Germany and it should be overturned, and that Germany should be able to remilitarise the Rhineland and to change its future. In 1936 Jack Macnamara visited the Rhineland, expressly to support its remilitarisation. When he was there he “accidentally”—that was his word—visited a concentration camp: Dachau, which was the only one that existed at the time. The people who were in Dachau were the politically unwanted—a lot of Jews and some homosexuals. He saw the violence that was being perpetrated against them, and when he came back to this country he and others became the most vociferous campaigners against appeasement in this House. 
Robert Bernays, Jack Macnamara, Anthony Muirhead, a junior Minister, Victor Cazalet, Philip Sassoon, Harold Nicolson and Ronald Tree were gay or bisexual, and they campaigned vociferously in this Chamber and around. They campaigned against persecution of Jewish people. Jack Macnamara made a speech here about Jew-baiting and was spat at that evening when he went to the Carlton club—he never went back. Ronald Cartland, the younger brother of Barbara Cartland, was probably the most courageous in the Munich debates, saying that it was terrible that we should capitulate and appease Hitler.
What did the then Government do? What did Neville Chamberlain’s cronies do? They called these men the “glamour boys”. They got newspapers to ring them up and ask why they were still not married and why they were bachelors. They had these men’s telephones tapped and had them followed, and when these MPs made speeches, they threatened them with deselection—and yet they persisted. It is my very strong belief that had it not been for those gay and bisexual men, we would never have faced down Hitler and we would not enjoy today the freedoms that we do.
I mention some of those names because of their shields up here in the Chamber. Jack Macnamara desperately wanted to fight in the second world war, because he said, “I’ve argued for this war, I should fight.” Although Macnamara had been in the Army before he came into the House, Churchill wanted him to serve in some capacity on the home front, and not overseas. Jack Macnamara got his mother to write to Churchill, month after month after month, until eventually he was given a posting in the Adriatic and he saw service. He was killed when the Germans bombarded him and his troops in Italy”.

[bookmark: _8ibyu8tux6uq]1b. Chris Bryant’s speech (October, 2016) - plainer English
An extract from a wider speech
At the start of the 1930s, many politicians in this country thought that Germany was a good country, because it was a nicer place for gay people. Some of them changed their minds when they saw what was happening to gay people in 1930s Germany. 
In 1936 Jack Macnamara visited Germany, and whilst he was there went to a concentration camp, a camp where people were imprisoned and kept in terrible conditions. He saw many Jewish people and some gay people. He saw the violence that was being done to them, and it made him realise that they couldn’t let Hitler do what he wanted.
Other people also felt the same way. The British government at the time didn’t treat them well. They did things like:
· Gave them an nickname which was meant to make fun of them
· Got newspapers to ring them up and insult them
· Listened in to their phone conversations
· Threatened that they would lose their jobs
Even though all of these things happened to them, they continued to tell the British government that they should do more.
When the Second World War began, many of these men signed up to fight. Four were killed fighting.

[bookmark: _mawljq66kg1a]2a. Robert Bernays’ speech (July, 1933) - original text
An extract from a longer speech
“I have just returned from Germany...over and over again, when I was trying to put to the Nazi leaders the feeling in this country aroused by their actions, I was met by the statement: "Your whole country is run by the Jews; your Parliament is run by Jews, your Press is controlled by Jews, your lawyers are Jews, your publishers are Jews,".
I should like to touch upon the point with regard to the persecution of the Jews in Germany. As far as I can estimate, the position of the Jews in Germany is really worse now than it was six weeks ago. There is persecution quite as systematic and cruel as any that has gone before. The persecution is in the actual regulations passed by the Government against the Jewish community. They involve nothing less than the deprivation of the Jews of all hopes of livelihood. It is sometimes suggested that this persecution of the Jews may be relaxed, but I must confess that I saw no signs of it. I would like to join my feeble plea to that of the Leader of the Opposition in asking whether the Government cannot do more than it has already done for the Jewish exiles. I do not speak as a Jew myself; I am not a Jew by religion and only remotely a Jew by race. What has happened to the Jews is surely an outrage on civilisation, and it is for civilisation to show not only that it is shocked, but that it is shocked into action.
I desire to raise the question of German rearmament...I do not pretend that I got anything more than an aeroplane view of the situation in Germany, but I have come back with the profound conviction that, so far as re-armament is concerned in Germany, the situation is profoundly disturbing. I do not suggest that the Versailles Treaty is being violated in the letter, but it is being violated in the spirit every hour. 
if this spirit is allowed to continue, war within a generation, is, in my opinion, inevitable.
For years we all believed passionately in disarmament, and it has been urged upon the Government that if we did not disarm Germany would re-arm. Now these words are tragically coming true. This week is the anniversary of the Battle of the Somme. The terrible thing about a visit to Germany is that one feels that all we fought for in the War is slipping from our grip. I have returned from Germany profoundly convinced that all those ghastly sacrifices will have been in vain if the nations of the world do not act, and act quickly.”
[bookmark: _sesqdlko5mf8]2b. Robert Bernays’ speech (July, 1933) - plainer English
An extract from a wider speech
I have just come back from Germany. When I spoke to Nazi leaders about how English people feel about what they are doing, over and over again they said "Your whole country is run by the Jews; your Parliament is run by Jews, your Press is controlled by Jews, your lawyers are Jews, your publishers are Jews".
Jewish people are treated worse and worse every week. They are treated so cruelly. Germany has made laws which mean they are treated worse than other people: for example, they aren’t allowed to get jobs. Some people say this might get better soon, but I disagree. I think the government should do more to help Jewish people who have left Germany. I’m not Jewish myself, but every good person should be shocked and outraged by what is going on.
Germany is creating more weapons all the time. I think that within ten or twenty years, we will be at war.
We gave up so much in the First World War. It feels like everything we gave up will have been for nothing, if we don’t act quickly to stop these injustices.
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[bookmark: _pioisq6aqhkv]3b. Newspaper article about Victor Cazalet (March, 1938) - plainer English
Captain V. A. Cazalet made a speech on Friday. He said that:
It is impossible to exaggerate how serious the situation is in Germany.
Germany has taken over Austria by force. Hitler said that the Austrians are supportive of the Nazi regime, but if this is true, why did they need to use force?
Minority groups (like Jewish people) will have less rights in Austria, the same as in Germany. Surely Jewish people would not be supportive, now that their lives and freedom are being taken away?
How many people who have welcomed in the Nazis will regret it in a few weeks’ time?
This is a new way of waging war: first you convince people with fake news, then you make demands, then you use weapons and violence. How long until the whole of Europe is under the Nazi regime?
If lots of countries say they are bad, we might stand a chance against them. The British government should make a statement today, which might help to stop them or slow them down. But this will be difficult, because people don’t know enough about the Nazis, so they won’t support the government saying this.
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The German Conquest
of Austria,
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it was impossible to exag-

Be felt / of what had hap-
He was conscious, as never

ore, of a real wave of indignation
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Malmesbury.

PLATOON DINNER,

_Progress in the provision of a Ter-
ritorial Drill Hall for Malmesbury,
with a club, a bar, and a billiards
table, was reported on Saturday even-
ing by Colonel H. 8. Starkey, com-
m officer of the 4th Wilts Regi-
ment (T.A.) at a platoon supper at
Malmesbury. Founded only a year
ago, the local Detachment now has
about twenty members, and this was
the first function of its kind ever held
in the borough.

Col. Starkey, who was proposin;
the toast of * The Detachment,” sym-
pathised with the men in that their
present headquarters was a disused
brewers' cellar in Silver-street, but
added that the plans for the new one,
which is to be opposite the Secondary
School, were passed on Friday.

Recruits Needed.

At present there were 540 men,
with 28 officers in their battalion, and

be about twice that number.

“1 see young men walking round
with cigarettes in their mouths and
wondering which cinema they shall go
1t next " Col Starkev added “I think
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Wroughton Parish Council

tension of Wroughton's graveyard, but
there remains the task

mone‘lto pay for it. At a meeting of
the

Mconday a
Bishop of Malmesbury saying that the
diocese would pay £50 towards the
cost of erecting a wall to separate the
ground from the vicar's kitchen gar-
den, which it adjoins.
said the Bishop. the Parish ought to
raise £150 for the lay out of the new
graveyard.

the plan proposed by several members
of the Council to acquire only a small
portion of the land available.
was false economy. The whole ground
should be obtained now that it had
been made available.

ground about the size of our council
table?” he asked. “It is most extrava-
that was not good enough, especially | gent and shows lamentable lack of
in view of the fact that there used to :’Q{:llhl to a
i
aisplaying very good councillorship in
acting like this.
that people on the council do not want
to have to pay rent.
mind whether the burial
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Discussion

DIOCESAN OFFER

Space has been found fur the ex-

roughton Parish Council on
tter was read from the

In addition,

Mr. T. E. Metcz1fe protested against

This

“What is the use of a plot of

uire the land in small
I don't know whether we are
The simple fact is

They | wheream > b
ground is
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Vun:elrs.;* < 1t is a very good thing to go to the|jarge or smal] so long as the)

He imagined that the Germans con- cizema, but those young men should | have to pay anything towards i
sidered 1t necessary to convince the | *=alise that they ought also to do a job |~ We have a good offer of a

ot work for their country. If they
joined the Army they would know
that they would not ge lashed to a
wagon wheel and thrashed every
morning; and they would know that
they would be fed well.”

The Mayor of Malmesbury (Coun-
cillor Charles Jones) responded to the
toast, speaking of the value in civil

108

Ii{» of a short military training.

here could be no question
:tml:e}:g?alnce Minorities were to
have no more rights in Austria than
they have in Germany. No doubt
there was a large element in Austria
that welcomed the union with Ger-
many and, for the moment at any
rate, had no strong feelings against
the Nau regime What, hu\\'v\'cr.l
about the 2.000.000 who had suppor-
ted Herr Schuschnigg, \\'hl‘r' had bc;;p ‘
% Austrian in their senti- X
;:;el;\;l.v #;‘;{ about the 200,000 Tews .}f.lqut.‘ Gc.thason.f olh (i}lugl)penham.
whose liberty, lives and prm;ort\'\“ o is in charge of the Malmesbury
|

sized piece of ground. The san
may not be available five or ter

hence.
Guided by Parish.
The Chairman (Mr. C. F. I
said the village was to be asked
pay for the preparauon of the
itself. Councillors had to be gu
the ple in the parisn, and
acted in accordance with this r
Metcalfe could not logically
them of bad councillorship.
“The parish has quite enough
to find without launching ¢
sudden big expenditure on the
ground. We are carrying o
wishes of the parish as far as v
Mr. M. E. Haynes: | have hac
with the vicar. He does no
how much land he can use
burial ground because he d
know how much money will be
The chairman: I am confid
the le of Wroughton wi
scribe this money. Meanw!

new burial ground wheran - BE
P P |

‘ould no longer be called their own? platoon, explained that the supper
a";;:'tdabou! the vast number of work- \_"ashheld becausel it was lh&:‘ught that
ors who were deadly opposed to the | SHE 5‘11,1'-"”("‘“9 acyed a definite part
Nazi regime and all that it stood for? in the life of the Company. and made

New War Technique. for team spirit among the men.

He wondered how many Austrians
to-day who welcomed Hitler with such
frenzied acclamation W uld repent in
a few weeks' time.  To join up with
Germany was one thing ; to become a
province of Prussia was another.

Apart. however, from the miseries

Capt. J. S. Shore-Bailey toasted the
guests and the donors of the prizes,
explaining that two silver cups had
becn given by Malmesbury jewellers,
and those would be allotted for vari-
cus things next winter. Capt. R. T.
Chamen. of Malmesburvy, had also
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Chamen, of Malmesbury, had also
pramised a cup for the best shot from
the Detachment,

Link with the Dorsets.

Capt. Chamen responded and spoke
of the associations which the 4th
Wilts Regiment had often had with his
own, the 4th Dorsets, and recalled
that it was at a combined camp after
the Great War he first met Colonel
Starkey.

'Apart. however, from the miseries
and sufferings -of Austria, Captain

et stressed the European impli-
cations. Here was a new technique of
war—propaganda first, then ultima-
tums, finally overwhelming military
force. Was this to be repeated else-
where ? How soon would it be before
the whole of Central Europe was
under German domination; and
similar language and threats used to
England about the Colonies or any-
thing else that Herr Hitler thought
Germany ought to possess ?

We were certainly faced with very
grave decisions. Personally, he
lieved that a strong front might still
save the situation. He thought a
definite declaration by the British
Government should be made to-day
that if Germany attempted any
similar action in Czechoslovakia she
must expect to find herself opposed
with all the force that Great Britain
could muster. If such-a declaration
could be made, he believed it might
have a steadying influence on the un-

ambitions aggressive

attitude of Nazi Germany .

He realised that it was difficult to
make such a declaration. Public
opinfon in this country was not yet

Among others who attended were
Mag)r F. Jagger, Lieuts. D. Butt and
J. D. Gotch (4th Wilts), and Sergt.-
NI;O!‘ T. Rimnell, Company Sergeant-
Major Lucas, Sergeants Barton, Ben-
drey and Thomas, and Sergt. Prior,

rmanent staff instructor. Lieut. H.
w. Cole ted the Supplemen-

was represented by Squadron Se
Major Nigel Carter and Sergt. A
er.

Col. Starkey and Major Jagger
tertained the assembly with an at
lnﬂdue&, and the Mayor sang a
Other entertainment was providel
Wag Taylor's banjo team from C

::xmcieguyﬁcn!omxed or educated upon { penham Territorial Club.
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Extra Post Wanted.
Mr. 1. F. Taylor moved
postal authorities at Swir
asked to grant a second pC
livery to 12 houses in Elcomt
only received one delivery
This, he said, was particular!
because the upper part of

regularly had two deliverie
houses below the letter b
denied a second post. Pe

were trying to carry on a sn
ness in that part of Elcom
the present postal deficiency
disadvantage.

“It's a feudal system to h
one delivery a day” he adde

His resolution was una
adopted.
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